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Inaccurate and Delayed 
Diagnosis

� Curable cancers go unrecognized

� Delays result in spread of cancer

� The few valuable human and financial 
resources are wasted
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Solution
� Increase capacity in pathology in 
resource – poor countries

� Training
�On –site

�Online

� I- Path Program
�Improvement in diagnosis

�Patient consultations

�Collection on data
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Increasing Capacity in Ethiopia to 
Treat and Cure Pediatric and 

Adolescent Cancer 
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Goal for Ethiopia

� Establish a Center of Excellence  
for Pediatric and Adolescent 
Oncology at the Tikur Anbessa 
Hospital in Addis Ababa
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Partners in Ethiopian Project

� Federal Ministry of Health, Ethiopia

� Addis Ababa University Medical 
Faculty

� Georgetown University School of 
Medicine, Dept of Pediatrics

� Tikur Anbessa Hospital, Addis Ababa

� INCTR USA 
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Mechanism

� Twinning program  with Georgetown 
University and INCTR for training and 
education 

� Curriculum for Fellowship Program in 
Pediatric Oncology and Palliative Care

� Curriculum for Pediatric Oncology Nursing
� Telecommunication:  I-Path
� Focused Training Workshops
� Data Management
� Visiting Faculty Program
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Volunteer Faculty to Date

� Carlos Galindo-
Rodriguez

� David Korones

� Shamvil Ashraf

� Sameer Bakshi

� Ahmed Naqvi

� Trish Scanlan

� Sheila Weitzman

� Udo Bode

� PAX Team 

� Julia Challinor

� Melissa Adde

� Savitri Singh-Carlson

� Nina Hurwitz

� Babro Norrstom

� Michael Weintraub

� Prasanna Kumar

� Shripad Banavali 

� Sidnei Epelman

� Ethiopian Faculty
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Implementation - Phase I

� Separate Pediatric Oncology Unit

� Create oncology team 

� Improve Infection Control Practices

� Improve Diagnostic Capacity:

�Training of pathologist

�I-Path

� Cancer Registry 

� Institute Standardized Protocols and Track 
Success through Data Collection

� Palliative Care

� Reduce Abandonment of Treatment
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Implementation - Phase I

� Fellowship in Pediatric Oncology
�September 2011

�2 year training program

�Short term off - site training in developing 
countries

�Visiting Faculty Program

�On-line training

� Training will incorporate exposure to 
pathology
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Update on I-PATH Program 

� Dr Mahlet – young pathologist from Black Lion 
Hospital being trained

�Will spend time in Switzerland

� Online: 

�Online consultations

�Dialogue with the clinicians

�Modification of pathology request forms

�Data collection

�Pediatric Tumor Board – eventual goal
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Online patient chart
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Open folder: Images of peripheral 
blood and bone marrow aspirate 
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Online Patient Chart Being Designed

All information can be put into Excel  and extracted for data analysis
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Online forms Being Designed

Flow Cytometry Conventional Cytogenetics
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Summary

� Improvement in survival can only occur if 
diagnosis is accurate and timely

� It is essential to include a pathology 
component to all new and existing INCTR 
programs

� I-Path is one such tool

� Once developed fully, can become a model 
for other programs 
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•Thanks to Dr Nina Hurwitz 
and her team

•Black Lion Pediatric 
Oncology and Pathology  
Group

•INCTR


